
G . S . CHAP TER 16 0, ARTICL E 36 

AN ACT PROVI DI NG A PRO CE DURE F OR THE EXTE NSION OF MUNICIPAL 
CORP ORATE L I MITS I N MUNI CI PALI TIES HAV I NG A P OP UL ATIO N OF LESS 
TH AN 5 , 0 0 0 PERS ON S . 

The Genera l Assembl y of North Carolina do enact: 

G . S . 16 0 -453 . 1. Declarat i on of P olic y . 
declared as a matter of State Policy : 

It is hereby 

( a ) That sound u r b a n de v elopment is essential to the 
conti n ued economic de v elopment of North Carolina; 

( b ) Th at mu nic i palities are created to pro v ide the 
go v ernmental ser v ices essent i al for sound urban development 
and for t h e protection of h ealt h, safet y and welfare in areas 
b eing i n te n siv e ly used f or r esidential , commercial , industrial, 
inst i tutional and go v er n me n t purposes or in areas undergoing 
suc h de v elopment; 

( c ) That municipal b oundaries should be extended , in 
accordance with l e g islati v e standards applicable throughout 
th e State , to in clude suc h a reas and to pro v ide the high 
q ua li t y of g o v er n me n ta l ser v ices needed t h erein for the public 
h ealth , safet y a n d welfare; and 

( d ) Th at ne w u rba n de v elopment in and around municipali­
t ies h a vi n g a population of less than 5 , 000 persons tends to 
b e conce n trated c l ose to th e mun i cipa l b oundar y rat h er than 
b ei n g sca t tered a n d d is persed as i n the vi cinity o f larger mu­
n icipa li ties , so t hat th e le g islat ive standards go v erning 
annexa t io n b y s ma ll e r mu ni c i palities ca n be simpler t h an those 
f or lar g e municip a liti es a n d st ill atta in t h e objecti v es set 
f or th in this Se ct i o n; 

( e ) Th a t a r eas a nn e xe d to mu nic i pa liti es in accordance 
with s u c h uniform l e gi s l a ti v e sta n da r d s s h o ul d recei v e the 
ser v ices p ro v i d e d b y t h e a nn exin g mu n i c i pa lity as soo n as 
poss ible following a nn e x a tion. 


